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I. General information for the doctoral candidate 

 

Bilyana Ivanova was enrolled in full-time PhD studies at the Department Social 

Control, Deviations and Conflicts, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology – BAS, on 

October 1, 2020. She has a higher legal education and completed a master's degree 

in Political Science and International Relations. She has extensive professional 

experience in various units of the state administration – National Assembly, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Bulgarian Institute of Metrology, Ministry of Environment and Water. 

The doctoral candidate has fully covered the required scientometric indicators 

for obtaining the educational and scientific degree "Doctor of Sociology" within her 

doctoral program. 

 

II. General characteristics of the dissertation and abstract 

The presented dissertation fully complies with the requirements of Law for the 

Development of the Academic Staff in RB, the Regulations for its implementation, as 

well as the specific requirements of the Regulations of BAS and IPS. The review is 

based on the submitted dissertation in a volume of 216 pages, structured in a List of 

abbreviations used, an Introduction, three chapters with relevant subsections, a 

Conclusion and a List of references, covering 179 publication titles plus 8 Internet 

sources. This extremely rich set of legal, sociological and philosophical literature in 
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Cyrillic and Latin, relevant to the researched dissertation topic, eloquently 

demonstrates the extremely good awareness and high scientific and information 

competence of the doctoral candidte, which in itself is an important prerequisite for 

achieving valuable research outputs. The questionnaire developed by the author, with 

which an empirical study was conducted, is presented as an Appendix. 

The clearly outlined structure of the dissertation adequately follows the logic of 

the set objectives and tasks. The indisputable relevance of the chosen research topic 

is explained in the context of the continuous growth, diversification and complication of 

offenses and their most serious form – crime, which acquires new dimensions in the 

modern high-tech society. This gives rise to the need to develop new policies, primarily 

aimed at expanding prevention, as well as at the combined application of legal and 

extralegal methods to limit severe social deviations. As the author rightly states, this 

increases the importance of the legal awareness of social subjects and makes it 

necessary to study it in depth and in view of practical needs. 

The author's thesis is meaningful and clearly outlined. Excellent knowledge of 

the conceptual apparatus is demonstrated. The selected subject and object of 

research, as well as the main scientific methods, are in full accordance with the overall 

dissertation setting and include her own empirical research, which will confirm or reject 

the author's clearly formulated thesis. An interdisciplinary approach was applied, 

fruitfully combining concepts and methods from legal theory, sociology, philosophy 

(mainly ethics and axiology) and psychology.  

The conceptual framework of the research is originally decomposed into two 

main focuses: legal awareness as a social phenomenon and as an object of scientific 

research, and the problems of formation and functioning of legal awareness with 

emphasis on the concept of legal socialization, highlighting the role of the changing 

economic and sociocultural context. 

The abstract contains 31 printed pages and meets the regulatory requirements 

and established standards both in terms of structure and content. The doctoral 

candidate was able to summarize and present the main points of the dissertation well, 

emphasizing the research results. 
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III. Content analysis 

The first chapter is devoted to the examination of the conceptual foundations 

of the study of legal awareness. First of all, it is presented as a specific social 

phenomenon, studied both within the framework of legal positivism through the so-

called normative approach, as well as with the methods of the sociology of law, which 

focus on the relationship between legal awareness and effective law, on the one hand, 

and legal awareness as an essential regulator for achieving legally relevant behavior 

in the context of the currently functioning social system, from another. The author 

reaches an important conclusion, namely, that only the adoption of a complex 

approach, combining the achievements of sociology and legal science, enables a 

comprehensive analysis and assessment of legal awareness, deriving its specific 

characteristics and they can be studied accordingly with empirical methods. The 

conceptual framework is further enriched by a very thorough and competent 

presentation of the historical traditions and contemporary perspectives in the study of 

legal awareness from the perspective of sociology. 

The second chapter focuses on the essence and content of the concept of 

"legal awareness" as a phenomenon for the implementation of the control functions of 

law, expressed also in the mechanism of its social action. The characteristics of legal 

awareness are decomposed into three main clusters: cognitive, referring to the totality 

of legal knowledge and to legal awareness, i.e. knowledge of legal norms and the 

practice of their application; psychological, containing assessments, opinions, value 

orientations and psychological attitudes towards the law and the practice of its 

application; and behavioral related to responding in specific legally regulated 

situations. 

In the third chapter, the doctoral student presents her own empirical research 

in the form of a survey. Its design and implementation follow high research standards 

and are based on an adequate theoretical model with clearly defined parameters and 

objectives derived from the conceptual framework outlined in the previous chapters. 

The object of the research are three different groups or generations (from 18 to 70 

years of age), who formed their legal awareness in a different social environment. 150 

representatives of each of the three age groups took part in the study. To characterize 

their legal awareness, three groups of indicators have been developed and applied, 

respectively for the cognitive, psychological and behavioral components. They have 
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been transformed into concrete questions, united in several semantically separated 

blocks in the questionnaire developed by the author. The main goal of the empirical 

research conducted in this way is to establish and analyze the similarities and 

differences in the formation and content of legal awareness between different 

generations, in which it was formed in a different sociocultural context and with the use 

of different mechanisms. An in-depth analysis of the obtained results was made, which 

significantly builds on and expands the existing knowledge on the topic under study. 

 

IV. Contributions of the dissertation 

 The doctoral candidate has formulated a set of adequate theoretical and applied 

contributions, which I would define as credible and significant enough for such a 

dissertation research, in full correctness and in accordance with the actually achieved 

research outcomes. For me, the most important of them is related to the development 

of an original conceptual framework combining approaches from legal theory and 

sociology, as well as to the actual data obtained from her own field study and the 

identification of new interesting facts, processes and trends in relation to the formation 

and functioning of legal awareness through the prism of generational specificities and 

with a clear focus on increasing the effectiveness of law in contemporary society. 

Important applied contributions in this sense are also made by the recommendations 

given to the state authorities and the national media, which would contribute to the 

development of more effective policies to raise the legal culture of different 

generations. 

 

V. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in our and foreign 

literature 

Doctoral student Bilyana Ivanova has prepared four author's publications on the 

topic of the dissertation work (one of which – study paper) and has given four reports 

to scientific forums, including one conference with international participation, held in 

our country, and one scientific-practical conference abroad. This definitely gives 

visibility to her scientific results also to the international research community, although 

no data on received citations is presented. They are, in principle, still unlikely given the 

short time interval from the publication of the papers to the present moment. 
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VI. Remarks, recommendations and general description of the dissertation 

thesis 

In my opinion, the dissertation thesis represents a very good basis for further 

deepening the research in the direction of performing a comparative analysis of the 

relevant policies and practices regarding the formation and strengthening of the legal 

awareness of different age groups in other European countries, mainly within the EU, 

with a view to their possible successful transfer in the Bulgarian national context. In 

addition, given the importance of the presented research both for the academic 

community and for the state administration and the general public, I would recommend 

that the dissertation thesis be published in the form of a scientific monograph. 

In general, the doctoral candidate has successfully met the requirement to prove 

her capacity to perform multifaceted research tasks and to reach substantial scientific 

results of a theoretical and scientific-applied nature. 

 

VII. Conclusion 

The findings and meaningful arguments presented in the review, the presence 

of indisputable theoretical and scientific-applied contributions to the existing knowledge 

and the fulfillment of all normative requirements give me reason to recommend with 

complete conviction to the respected Scientific Jury that Bilyana Ivanova be awarded 

the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in professional direction 3.1 "Sociology, 

Anthropology and Cultural Sciences" 

 

 

27. November 2023     Reviewer: 
  

(Prof. DSc Ludmila Ivancheva) 
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